Step 1







Step 3
Initial appearance


?


Trial

Learn charges against you

?
      Prove yourself innocent

Learn your rights


?

Find out sentence

Bail - $$$ or conditions set by a judge to make sure someone accused of a crime will come back to court.

8th Amendment – no “unreasonable” bail – specific or vague? (very vague)
 
- Suspect’s ability to pay doesn’t factor in

Sentence


Bail

Guilty Party


Accused Party

Punishment fits crime

Fits danger of flight (doesn’t matter if you did it) 

Fits danger of recrime

Fits danger of recrime

Overcrowded jails

Overcrowded jails

Posting bail

Problem:  criminals have little $$$ (hey, you got caught, or you’re a drug addict, etc.)

Solutions:

1.  Release on recognizance – just pay $0. (Only used when little risk of jumping; advice given by experts)

2.  Property bonds – give something of double value (Rare)

3.  Bail bondsperson – he pays on your behalf if you don’t show up; you pay him a percentage fee

-  Bounty hunter – gets bail bondsperson’s money back if accused doesn’t show up to court

Debate:  Bail bondspersons have almost unlimited power to apprehend someone who signed a bail contract.  They can search their house without a warrant, and they can imprison the fugitive.  Is this a job for the police, or is it better for the private sphere?

-  Preventive detention laws – laws passed by states allowing judges to deny bail


+ Keeps dangerous defendants off streets


-  Denies a person their freedom before they are found guilty of anything

Constitutional or Not?

How Much Bail?
Directions:  Bail tariffs are general guidelines a state gives to its’ judges to decide how much bail to set for a particular crime.  Step 1) Put the following crimes in order from “in my opinion, an accusation of this crime should require the most bail” to “in my opinion, an accusation of this crime should require the least bail.”  Step 2)In the $$$ column, come up with an amount for each accused crime.  How close will you come to the actual averages of the largest counties in the nation?

The Crimes

Theft (small, person-to-person)      Robbery (a bank)   Weapons offense


Assault      Burglary (breaking, entering, stealing)
Murder
      Rape


Drug offense (possession of small amount of heroin)

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

My order





My decision for bail ($)
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