The Courtroom Work Group

Anticipatory Set:  “Coopetition” exercise -  Mr. Sanders will auction off a dollar.  Yes, you will be bidding money for money.  Whoever in the class bids the highest amount of money wins $1.  This means that your classmates are in fact your competition.  

Normally when you are competing against someone it’s best to work as hard as you can to fight against them.  Why doesn’t this work in the auction for a dollar?  What is meant by the made up word “coopetition?”
– Social organization of court workers


-  Cooperative unit (yelling at each other like on t.v. is rare)


-  Members have shared values and methods

- (+) efficient – bureaucratic

-  Problem – “assembly line justice” - move things along; handle every case the same


1.  Police do not investigate minor crimes (what’s the point – not worth it)


2.  Emphasis on confessions rather than finding evidence (more black and white)


3.  Prosecutors only press charges when defendant is obviously guilty


4. Prosecutors offer reduced sentences to avoid trial

Which of these is the worst?

Job 1 – Judge

As a judge, your primary responsibility is to make sure that proper legal procedures are being followed before, during, and after a trial.  You have a large number of cases you need to get through.  You must manage your docket – the order in which your cases are tried.  You do not know the facts of the cases you have before they start.  How can the following people help you?
1.  Baliff

2.  Clerk

3.  Court reporter

4.  Defense Attorney

5.  Prosecutor

Job 2 – Defense Attorney

As a defense attorney, your primary responsibility is to make sure that your client is found innocent.  You must try to earn a living by having a large number of clients.  Some of your clients have limited funds, and won’t be able to pay you for too many hours.  How can the following people help you?

 1.  Baliff

2.  Clerk

3.  Court reporter

4.  Judge

5.  Prosecutor

Job 3 – Prosecutor

As a prosecutor, your primary responsibility is to convict people who are guilty of crimes against society.  You have more cases than time to be able to convict everyone through a full trial.  You must satisfy the public’s expectations that criminals will indeed be brought to justice. How can the following people help you?

 1.  Baliff

2.  Clerk

3.  Court reporter

4.  Defense Attorney

5.  Judge

Job 4 – Support staff – Bailiff

As bailiff, you are responsible for maintaining security and order in court.  Bailiffs lead the defendant in and out of the courtroom.  You attend to the needs of the jury during the trial.  You deliver summonses, which are notices to people that they need to come to court.  How can you help the following people?
1.  Judge

2.  Prosecutor

3.  Defense attorney

Job 5 - Court Clerk

As a clerk, you have many responsibilities.  Any plea or motion made by one of the lawyers has to go through you for you to give to the judge.  During trials, there is a ton of paperwork – photographs, records, evidence, etc. – is handled by you.  You issues subpoenas (orders that say “you must come”) for jury duty.  You coordinate the jury selection process.  How can you help the following people?

1.  Judge

2.  Prosecutor 

3.  Defense Attorney

Job 6 – Court Reporter

Court reporters record every word that is said during the course of a trial.  They also record depositions – pre-trial question-and-answer sessions in which the all the people who will give testimony participate in a question and answer session.  How can you help the following people?

1.  Defense Attorney

2.  Prosecutor 

3.  Judge

