Criminal Justice – Chapter 10 Test Study Guide

1.  List/briefly describe the 6 rights we talked about in class that the Constitution guarantees all citizens when they are going to trial.


1.


2.


3.


4.


5.


6.

2.  List the 6 requirements or criteria in order to even be considered as a juror.  


1.


2.


3.


4.


5.


6.

3.  What does Venire mean?  Who initiates this step of jury selection?  (Whose job is this to do?)

4.    What does Voir Dire mean?  During this step of jury selection, what are the two ways in which a lawyer can strike a juror?  List and define them.


-  Voir Dire – 


-  Way of striking a juror #1 – 


-  Way of striking a juror #2 –

5.  The 6th Amendment guarantees citizens on trial an impartial jury of one’s peers.  Why is that often difficult to achieve?

6.  The Supreme Court changed it’s mind on whether or not a person could be struck from a jury solely for being a minority.  What did they say until 1986?  How did they change their mind in the Batson case?

7.  What did the Supreme Court rule in J.E.B. vs. Alabama?

8.  What is evidence?

9.  There are two types of evidence.  What are they?

10.  There are two types of witnesses – what are they?  What’s good and bad about these witnesses?

11.  What is the difference between direct and circumstantial evidence?

12.  Is a bank robber’s prior arrest sheet relevant evidence or not?  (Explain what the COURTS have held on this issue, not what you think)

13.  What does it mean for evidence to be authenticated?

Chapter 10 Test

1.  To even be considered a juror, there are six things you must be.  What are they?  List them.

2.  The 1st official stage of jury selection is called venire.  What does this mean?  Whose job is it to start this stage?

3.  The 2nd official stage of jury selection is called voir dire.  What does this mean?

4.  Compare and contrast preemptory challenges and challenges for cause.  What do they have in common?  What makes them different?  What are they in the first place?

5.  The 6th Amendment guarantees an impartial jury of one’s peers.  That sounds great, but is difficult or impossible to pull off in any given trial.  Describe why it is impossible.

6.  What did the Supreme Court rule in the Batson and J.E.B. v. Alabama cases?

7.  There are two types of witnesses – what are they?  What are the strengths and weaknesses of using these type of witnesses in court?

8.  There are two types of evidence.  What are they?  List and briefly describe with a sentence for each.

9.  What is the 5th Amendment?  Why would the Founding Fathers have put it in the Constitution if 99% of the time it protects criminals who are guilty?

10.  Why wasn’t the way in which courts must deal with media coverage put into the Constitution?  How is the issue of cameras in court handled today?

