Criminal Justice – Chapter 8 Test:  Courts

Directions:  Choose 5 out of the following 6 questions to answer.  You may answer in bullet or outline form, but be sure to still give full answers.  You will not get any extra credit for doing a 6th question.  10 points per question – 50 points total.

1.  Describe the 4 major functions that courts fulfill with a definition and example for each.  Then explain – which of the 4 do you think is most important, and why?

2.  The life of a judge isn’t easy.  Give 2 examples each of what a judge has to do during the following periods: 1)Before the trial, 2)During the trial, and 3)Administratively.  (This means you give 6 examples total)

3.  There are 3 common methods used to hire judges.  Explain the process of each in detail.  According to you, which is the best method, and why?  According to you, which is the worst method, and why?

4.  What is a courtroom workgroup, and who are the three principal members of that group?  How does the courtroom workgroup differ from what you see in courts on fictional t.v. dramas?  What is the main benefit or purpose of the courtroom workgroup?  What is the main problem with it?

5.  Gideon vs. Wainwright was a landmark case in American legal history.  What did the judges rule in that case regarding all Americans?  Describe 3 arguments the justices said to come to that conclusion.

6.  Describe the “2 – pronged test” the Supreme Court came up with in Strickland vs. Washington in order to prove that a person’s 6th Amendment rights have been violated.  Why is the 2nd prong so hard to prove?
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1.  Four major functions of courts – definition and example
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2.  Burdens/tasks of a judge – provide 2 examples of each


A.  Pre-trial
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B.  During the trial
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C.  Administration
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3.  Methods of hiring judges – name + process, 1 pro, 1 con
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4.  The courtroom workgroup


A.  Define – 


B.  Three principal members –


C.  1.  Main benefit of - 


      2.  Main negative of – 

5.  Gideon vs. Wainwright

A.  Main ruling of – (note:  this ruling has to do with the rights of all Americans – what happened to Gideon is irrelevant for the test)


B.  Arguments by the court to support the ruling
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6.  Strickland vs. Washington


A.  Result/ruling of the case


B.  Explanation of why 2nd prong is so hard to prove

