The Three Step “Funnel” Of Jury Selection

Step 1 – “The Pool” – The Master Jury List

   
Jurors Must Be:



Why This Is Necessary
  
1.

  
2.

  
3.

  
4.

  
5.

  
6.


Step 2 – Venire

-  Venire is a French word meaning  ____________________.

                      -  The _________________ selects a group of citizens from the

                          pool to come to court.

                      -   Dismissal – ______________________________________

                          ________________________________________________

                      -  Who is able to get dismissed          Do you agree or not?  Why?

                          1.

                          2.

                          3.


Step 3 – Voir Dire

-  French term meaning___________________.

                                  -  Two ways of eliminating jurors:

                                                   1.  Challenge for cause - 

2.  Peremptory challenge -


Final Jury

      _______ Members
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Title:  Narrowing Down the Field – Exploring the “Funnel” Process of Jury Selection

Objectives:  The students will be able to describe the three steps involved in jury selection.  The students will be able to describe the six criteria that make up a jury pool.  The students will be able to explain why those criteria were selected by most jurisdictions and make judgments regarding their validity.  The students will be able to explain the venire step of jury selection.  The students will be able to describe who 

Anticipatory Set:  What is a funnel and what is its’ purpose?  How does a funnel work?  

(A funnel starts out big and ends little; its’ purpose is to sift out the things you don’t want from the things you do.  Similarly, most criminal trials have juries.  The process of jury selection is like a funnel – you start out with a large group of people – the master jury list – and after 2 more steps – venire and voir dire – you end up with only 12)

Answers/Possible Explanations

Master Jury List

1.  Citizens of the U.S.  – Accustomed to American law and culture; shared assumptions

2.  18+ - Mature enough to make serious decisions; can’t be pulled from school

3.  No felonies – Not out to stick it to the judicial system; can’t sympathize with criminal

4.  Healthy enough to function on a jury – Fall asleep or die(!); comprehend case – no Alzheimer’s, etc.

5.  Sufficiently intelligent – comprehend complexities of the case

6.  Able to read, write, and comprehend English – understand what is being said

Next to the number, rank these in order.  Which is the most important, and why?  Which is the least, and why?

Venire
-  “To come over”

-  The clerk selects individuals from the master jury list through the mail

-  Dismissed – excused from the possibility of serving on the jury; doctors, teachers, judges often are dismissed due to the nature of their job

Voir Dire

-  “To speak the truth”

-  Challenge for cause – attorney argues that person is unfit to serve

        -  Any of the six criteria from the master jury list

        -  Personal relationship with the defendant

        -  Emotionally biased What does this mean?  Can you describe a theoretical         
 example showing “emotional bias?”  (The same thing the defendant is on trial for happened to or against the prospective member of the jury; racial bias, etc.)

-  Peremptory Challenges – Solely on lawyer’s whim; limited amount 

– ex:  case is about marijuana and the juror has a Grateful Dead t-shirt on

