It Ain’t Easy Being Me:  The Responsibilities of Trial Judges

Do Now:  A child looks at his executive CEO mother’s paycheck and exclaims, “Oh man, that’s so much money!  You’re so lucky, I can’t wait to grow up and get a job.  People who work have it so easy, all you do is collect paychecks and get rich.”  What is right and wrong about this child’s statement?

-  Most judges on lowest levels – criminal trial courts

Before the Trial

	Responsibility/Decision Regarding…
	Potential Problems/Headaches/Frustrations (you tell me)
	Rank

	Probable cause – enough for warrant?
	
	

	Evidence to arrest suspect before trial?
	
	

	Allow bail?
	
	

	Accept/negotiate a plea bargain?
	
	


Which is the biggest headache or biggest cause of potential problems for a judge?  Put in another way, if you were a judge, which of these would you least want to do?  

During a Trial

	Responsibility
	Potential Problems/Headaches/Frustrations (you tell me)
	Rank

	Referee – make sure trial is legal and fair
	
	

	Teacher – explain law to the jury
	
	

	Decide sentence if defendant found guilty
	
	


Same as before – which responsibility during a trial is the most frustrating?  Least?

Administration

	Responsibility
	Potential Problems/Headaches/Frustrations (you tell me)
	Rank

	Maintain docket – calendar of cases (decide which case is heard when)
	
	

	Grant continuances – lawyers requests for additional time
	
	

	Maintain budgets
	
	


Same as before…

Final debate – of the three overall roles a judge has – 1)Before a trial, 2)During a trial, and 3)Administration, which is the hardest for the average judge?  Easiest?  Why?

