Who was the harder job?  Prosecutors and Defense Attorneys

Burdens of Prosecutors (Things that make a prosecutor’s life hard)
1.  Officer of the law


Make decisions regarding:

A.  Charge suspect with crime?

B.  Level of charges? (Murder or Manslaughter?  Death Penalty?)

C.  Stop prosecuting?

2.  Elected official


A.  Follow party politics


B.  Accountable to voters

3.  Conflict with police officers


A.  Different economic background/levels of education

B.  Factual (what cops are concerned with) vs. legal guilt (what prosecutors are concerned with)



1.  Police don’t follow laws → defendant free

Burdens of Defense Attorneys (Things that make a defense attorney’s life hard)

1.  Investigating the crime

2.  Plea bargaining

3.  Submitting motions (Such as to not allow illegally obtained evidence into a trial)

4.  Appealing a guilty verdict (The decision whether or not to do so and the process of the whole thing itself)

5.  Public defenders 


A.  Low pay


B.  Large caseload


C.  Conflict with defendants



1.  Clients often lie

2.  Clients don’t trust you (You are paid by the government; you are friends with the prosecutor and the judge)

Who has the harder job?  Prosecutors vs. Defense Attorneys Assignment

20 points

To help reinforce your knowledge of the burdens that prosecutors and defense attorneys have, your assignment is to write a dialogue or a script.  The mini-play you are writing should entail an argument between a group of defense attorneys and prosecutors over who has the more difficult job.  For the purposes of this assignment, you may assume your defense attorneys are public defenders.

Requirements

1.  Your group should include 4 people (2 defense attorneys, 2 prosecutors).  You cannot have more than four people in your group, and the minimum number of members is three.

2.  Each person must write, record, and perform their own lines, in their own handwriting.  This is to make sure that everyone in your group is actually working.

3.  If all the lines were added up, the script should be at least 2 pages long.

4.  Mindlessly copying the notes into the script will dramatically reduce your grade.  Be creative – come up with a setting and back-and-forth dialogue between your characters.  Come up with stories that your characters have gone through to tell to each other.

5.  Humor is acceptable, but you must be appropriate.  No cursing or actual violence in the script.

6.  The script must be performed by the end of class tomorrow, Tuesday, September 19th.  If one of your members is absent, use a substitute from another group.  (This is another reason why everyone should copy down the lines of the script)

7.  Groups that do not perform by this time will receive a grade of zero.  No exceptions.

