Is Justice For Sale?  Worksheet

Directions:  Read pages 280 – 282 in your text.  The questions follow along in order.

1.  What did the Supreme Court rule in Gideon vs. Wainwright?  (Yes, you should already know this from yesterday!)

2.  Why do some people believe that the Gideon decision was not enough to ensure fair justice in American courts?  (Just because you have a ______________ doesn’t mean that _________________)

3.  What fraction or percentage of Americans now use court appointed attorneys?

4.  Why haven’t the country’s federal districts implemented the pay raise for court appointed attorneys that Congress mandated all the way back in 1986?

5.  The book isn’t crazy when it says that lawyers are severely underpaid when they are only getting $65 an hour.  Forgetting about the $200 that private lawyers make an hour, why is $65 an hour so little for a lawyer?

6.  Look at the last paragraph on page 280.  How has a lack of court appointed attorneys hurt defendants in California?  Oppositely, how has a lack of them hurt society in Oregon?

7.  What is “low-bid” contracting?

8.  What is the two-pronged test the Supreme Court came up with in Strickland vs. Washington to determine whether or not someone’s constitutional right to a lawyer has been met?

9.  Why is the second prong so hard to prove?

10.  Look at the paragraphs entitled “Paying to Defend the Poor.”  Ironically, how are poor people going about trying to get better lawyers from the state?

Final questions – answer questions 1, 2, and 3 at the end of the reading.  Write in paragraph form.  

