Should Cameras Be Allowed in the Courtroom?

Guided reading – the following questions follow along in order.  As you read, answer them.  Full sentences are not necessary.

1.  What do you think – if something is observed, does it necessarily change?  Why or why not? (Scientists and criminal justice teachers alike have wrestled with the question for years)

2.  The framers of the Constitution didn’t envision what television coverage was like (for obvious reasons.)  Who does the decision whether or not to televise a case rest with?

3.  The first case to ban the use of cameras in court was the 1935 trial of Bruno Hauptman.  Why did the presiding judge ban the cameras?

4.  Those who favor cameras point to the 1st Amendment.  What does that amendment guarantee that relates to cameras?  (Note:  it’s not “speech” that I’m looking for here)

5.  Opponents of televised trials counter that what will change?

6.  In the O.J. case, what were attorneys from both sides criticized for doing?

7.  In addition to the reasons you have stated above, the trial of Zacarias Moussaoui presented another possible reason why trials should not be televised.  What was that possible reason?

8.  Like in school, what have some federal courts started banning in addition to just television cameras?

9.  What is the personal opinion of the justices of the Supreme Court regarding having T.V. cameras for their cases?  (Note:  this isn’t their official ruling on the matter)

10.  In addition to 1st Amendment protections, Judge Joseph Teresi gave another reason why it would be beneficial to televise a case.  What was that reason?

11.  What might have happened to the witnesses in the Symbionese Liberation Army case if the trial was televised?

12.  According to the study, are witnesses more or less likely to testify when cameras are used?

13.  According to the book, how do the goals of T.V. and the courts differ?

14.  What are three solutions a judge can use if media or T.V. coverage is contaminating a trial?  (Shorten and rephrase in your own language)

15.  What is your opinion on the matter?  Give at least two explanation sentences telling me your opinion. 

