January 10, 2007

Criminal Justice

Title:  What would Criminal Cases Be Like Without Your Rights?  Having Fun With Tyranny

Anticipatory Set:  If you really want to know how badly you need something or how important something is to you, what is the best way to find out?

(Go without it; today you will learn what basic rights you are entitled to in a criminal case and what will happen if you didn’t have them)

In a criminal case, U.S. citizens are entitled to/What you could do if he didn’t have this

1.  6th Amendment – speedy trial


-  Really means time between arrest and trial, not 


   trial itself

2.  Case takes place where crime committed

3.  5th Amendment – “I plead the 5th”


-  Can’t be forced to testify against yourself


-  Jury cannot use this as evidence

4.  Innocent until proven guilty beyond a reasonable doubt


-  Values of this rule – it is better to let a guilty person go


free than to convict an innocent person.  Do you agree?


Why is rule not the case in schools?  Should it be?

5.  An impartial jury of your peers


-  Where the crime was committed

6.  6th Amendment - Felony cases – jury trial


-  In most cases, unanimity vs. acquittal


   (not a strict rule, but in most states)

