Criminal Justice

Final Exam Assignment

Part 1 – The Paper (75%)

-  Choose a famous case in American history to research.  Write a minimum 2- page paper on the case. You should include the following in your paper:

-  The time/setting of the case.  What was happening in American history when the case occurred?

-  An overview of the events that led up to the case.  What happened?  Who is suing who, and over what?  Be specific.

-  The arguments of the prosecution.

-  The arguments of the defense.

-  The ruling and the reasoning behind the ruling.  Why did the judge(s) rule the way they did?  If there is a minority or dissent ruling, why did the dissenting judges not agree with the majority?

-  *** A minimum of a paragraph explaining your opinion to all of the above.  Do you agree with the ruling?  WHY or WHY not?  This is the most critical portion of your grade. ***

-  The paper should be done in pairs – choose 1 partner.  

-  “2 pages” means 2 pages of content.

-  You must include a works cited page.

-  Plagiarism to any degree will result in an immediate grade of zero.

-  Double spaced, 12 point font, 1” margins, Times New Roman font.

Part 2 – The Presentation (25%)

-  Prepare a minimum 5- minute presentation on your case.

-  Both your partner and yourself must be part of the presentation.  In the case of absence, one partner must present the entire case – no exceptions.

-  Explain the historical background, arguments of both sides, and ruling of the case.

-  *** Explain your opinion on the ruling and major arguments made by the prosecution and defense. 

-  Defend your arguments against challenges by Mr. Sanders.  BE PREPARED TO DEFEND YOUR ARGUMENTS – this constitutes the bulk of your grade for the presentation. *** (Note:  you don’t have to agree with Mr. Sanders’ opinions; you do have to give logically thought out defenses to your opinions.)

